Junior Newsletter – 5 June 2011

Following the increase in Junior numbers I have been asked by the club and coaches to help in coordination of the non-coaching aspects of the Junior section. Please feel free to contact me if you have non-coaching issues leaving the coaches free to concentrate on the kids.
This irregular newsletter is intended as a reminder and notification of upcoming events. Please advise if there is other information you feel would benefit if circulated.

Please note that the Club website and especially the Junior section of the club website holds other important information for rowers and parents and is a good first reference point.

Club membership and Accounts

A bit of a broken record I know but please continue to check your account to ensure you are not in arrears and that your Direct debit is for the correct amount. If you / your children are participating in a few regattas it can add up.

British Rowing Membership 
Please check that your membership is up to date! We have a new process for entries to Regattas and need your membership number in order to make the entry.  It would be a shame to miss an event because you have not checked your membership details. 

Regatta check-in

Whilst on the subject of membership more and more of the Regatta organisers are expecting to see membership cards prior to them handing over the race numbers at the start of regattas. I have a nice ordered folder of most of the Juniors cards and would recommend to you that I hold them all centrally. This will avoid very early morning delays / unclaimed pots if cards are not available.
Summer Regattas

Wherever possible we will get out an information sheet giving you/your parents information on the location/facilities/timings etc. This will also be on the CBRC Juniors page of the Web site. Information is also available on the hosting Rowing clubs website. Also feel free to come to me or some of the parents who have been to the Regattas previously rather than the coaches. We will all be pleased to offer guidance.

We will attend the following;

Saturday and Sunday 9 - 10 July LLandaff (Cardiff)
Great regatta but not the campsite is very rowdy so no camping but day trips.

Saturday 23 July - Staines 

Saturday 24 July - Burway 

The club has not attended these before. Probably camp Friday/Saturday nights at a venue near Burway – any local knowledge gratefully accepted.

Saturday and Sunday 13-14 August - Stourport 

We are looking to camp Friday/Saturday nights at a local well equipped campsite. We did this last year and it was very successful.

Saturday 27 August - Gloucester 

Sunday and Monday (Bank Holiday) 28- 29 August - Ross 

We will camp Friday/Saturday/Sunday nights in a field behind the Ross boathouse. We travel to Gloucester for the races Saturday. Not a lot of amenities but a great end of year event.
Regatta Availability

As some regattas have been added / changed and if like me the summer holiday arrangements are now being planned we need to update availability. Over the next two weeks can you please update the sheet on the Juniors notice board for availability of all the regattas above. This will allow the coaches an early view of who can race in what events.

Regatta Responsibilities
If you are racing in one of the regattas then please remember that there are some jobs that need doing before, during and after the regatta that the juniors and their parents need to help with.
Loading boats on the trailer – this is normally done the night before the day of the regatta. The boats will need to be de-rigged and then loaded onto the trailer. Blades, trestles, cox boxes and any other equipment needed for the regatta will also need to be loaded. All juniors (and parents too) racing should come along to help with ensuring that their boat and equipment is loaded.
During the regatta – the trailer will arrive at the regatta and the boats will need to be rigged! Juniors should arrive in plenty of time to help in this process, and to ensure that their boat is ready for their race. Close to the time of the race, the boat will need to be carried for boat inspection and then put into the water – parental help at this time is much appreciated as this gives the coaches time to talk through the race with the kids and view the races for future coaching sessions.

At the end of the regatta – please ensure that your boat is de-rigged and loaded onto the trailer – again parents can help. Please don't leave straight after your race and assume that someone will de-rig the boat! Also need to ensure that all the equipment that arrived gets loaded onto the trailer – we do not want to lose a cox box or blade!

Back in Bristol – Boring though this may seem, once back at the boat house the boats and equipment will need to be unloaded and rigged again! The more hands the quicker the job gets done. Please check the estimated time of arrival of the trailer back at the boat house and be there for when it arrives 

Mens Royal Henley Regatta – Parents only trip
We are thinking of getting a group of parents, the more the merrier, together to watch the Friday of this years Mens Henley regatta. The date would be Friday the 1st of July. If there is enough of us we would look to hire a minibus! Please advise if interested to Gill or myself by 14 June please.

Andy Wiberg
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